Archaeological Treasures of
Gaza, Miraculously Saved: An
Exhibition at the Institut du
Monde Arabe (IMA) in Paris

ONAPRIL 21, 2025

“Gaza was not always a field of ruins, nor was it always an open-air prison” [1] : These are the words
of Jack Lang, former French Minister of Culture and now President of the Institut du Monde Arabe
(IMA), on the occasion of the exhibition “Saved Treasures from Gaza: 5000 Years of History”, which
runs from April 2 to November 2, 2025.

Indeed, Gaza has a rich Egyptian, Neo-Assyrian, Greek, Roman, and Islamic history. Its flourishing
port was an important link in trade, especially between Asia (Mesopotamia) and Africa (Egypt). The
"Valley of Gaza" (Wadi Ghazza) was a last oasis between sea and desert, and, according to the Greek
historian Strabo, "the greatest city in Syria." [2]

No wonder, then, that there was a wealth of historical monuments and archaeological finds. Most of
them are destroyed, irretrievably lost. But, miraculously, a collection of finds spanning five millennia
still exists, some 100 of which are on display at the IMA: a wistful look back in the face of ongoing
apocalyptic destruction, the bizarre Riviera fantasies of the American president, and the expulsion
and annexation efforts of Israeli ultras.
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Excerpt from a map shown in the exhibition, illustrating Gaza's central role in trade between Asia,
Africa, and Europe. It is the essential basis for Gaza's wealth, which is reflected in the multitude and
diversity of the exhibits.
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